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Tomato transplants at Masterplant



Angie Mitchell with G y
Nunez taking a plant sample and discussing its

relative merits for endophyte isolation in the
area of the Napo river in Ecuador.
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A sample of the vegetables being shipped
by Ratto Bros.




Muscodor crispans isolated and
described by Angie Mitchell.
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New Employees

Tamara Parnell — Accountant

"9 Hi Everyone; I'm the
new accountant in the
Plant Sciences and
Plant Pathology
Department. Thank
you to everyone for
making me feel so
welcome. I'm looking
| forward to meeting
new friends and being
able to work with old
friends once again. My
degrees are in
accounting and wildlife biology. | know. It's
a weird combination; but, | am perpetually
curious and always looking to learn
something new. The majority of my work
experience is in accounting. Those positions
are in various types of companies including
manufacturing, guest services, retail, and
public accounting to name a few. I'm looking
forward to broadening my horizons once
again by learning to work in a university
setting.

Outside of work, I enjoy hiking, skiing,
reading, movies and exploring new places.
Though I love music, | just listen these days.
See you on the trails.
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How can | increase germination of my
garden seeds?

By Cheryl Moore-Gough

About this time of year, gardeners are
wondering how to get better germination in
their vegetable and flower seeds. Of course,
start with good seeds and in most cases you'll

April, 2008

have good germination, but
some seeds are notoriously
tough with hard seed coats.
Well, researchers in Georgia
have found a common
household substance that increases
germination in watermelon seeds.

The new seedless watermelon cultivars on the
market are, for the most part, triploids. That
means that they form fruit that have no
developed seeds. While they are no good for
seed-spitting contests, the melons do make
great eating. The triploid cultivars are
expensive to produce and, unfortunately, the
seeds have thick coats that interfere with
germination. These researchers have found
that soaking the seeds in 1 percent solution
of hydrogen peroxide at room temperature
and in the dark greatly improves their
germination. After just a day or two in the
solution, the seeds germinated readily in petri
dishes and would no doubt do so in the
garden soil.

The 1 percent solution of hydrogen peroxide
does not damage the emerging radicle, but
solutions 2 percent or higher do severe
damage to the young seedling. The hydrogen
peroxide solution generally available in the
drug store is a 3 percent solution, so you'll
have to dilute it with water. You can do that
by adding 2 parts water to 1 part hydrogen
peroxide. So far, researchers have only
tested the solution on watermelon seeds, but
they suggest that it might also improve
germination in a wide range of "hard-coated"
seeds, such as those of cabbage and broccoli.
If you decide to try it, let me know the
results.
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