
 

6th International IPM Symposium 

ñTranscending Boundariesò 
By Kara Schile  

The 6 th  International Integrated Pest 

Management (IPM) Symposium 

ñTranscending Boundariesò was held March 
24 -26 th  at the Oregon Convention Center in 

Portland, Oregon. ñTranscending Boundariesò 
was put together by all - volunteer planning 
committees from all over th e United States.  

Integrated Pest Management, or IPM, is a 
long -standing, science -based, decision -

making process that identifies and reduces 
risks from pests and pest management 
related strategies. It coordinates the use of 

pest biology, environmental infor mation, and 
available technology to prevent unacceptable 

levels of pest damage by the most 
economical means, while posing the least 
possible risk to people, property, resources, 

and the environment.  
 

Symposium sessions addressed IPM across 
disciplines int ernationally, in agriculture, the 

market place, urban settings, greenhouses, 
and more. Two poster sessions were held in 
the evenings. The authors of each poster 

were with their poster one of the two 
sessions. Of Montana fame, Dr. Jeffrey 

Littlefield (MSU D epartment of Land 
Resources and Environmental Sciences) 
discussed his work with a poster on 

ñDevelopment and Implementation of an 
Area -Wide Management Plan for the Invasive 

Weed, Tansy Ragwort, in Northwestern 
Montanaò and Dr. Dennis Cash (MSU 
Department o f Animal and Range Sciences) 

co-authored a poster on ñCultural Control of 
Weeds in Herbicide -Free Annual Foragesò. 

I attended sessions that concentrated on the 

urban aspect of IPM. One session was of 
particular interest to me from an urban and 
Extension pe rspective ñReaching Out to the 

Public: Developing and Delivering Residential 
IPM Messagesò. 

 

 
Urban landscape  in downtown Portland  

 
The Community IPM Working Group of the 

Northeastern IPM Center developed two 
educational outreach poster displays based 
on messages from the 2007 ñGreen-Blue 

Summitò. The goal was to highlight poor 
gardening/lawn care practices and help 

consumers make decisions that benefit them 
and the environment. The ñLandscape 

Bloopersò display illustrates common 
landscaping mistakes, an d the ñGrowing 
Green Lawnsò display utilizes best 

management practices to solve common 
lawn problems. Content development was 
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the result of a multi - regional collaborative 
effort to build consensus among land grant 

universities, environmental groups, 
govern ment, and private industry. Both of 

these displays were part of the ñOne Planetð
Ours! Sustainability for the 22 nd  Centuryò 
exhibit at the United States Botanic Garden 

in Washington, D.C. which ran from 
Memorial Day through Columbus Day, 2008. 

The event att racted 750,000 visitors. 
Additional educational efforts include a 
ñGrowingGreenLawns.orgò Web Site, a 

regional lawn care fact sheet, magnet, and a 
pilot transit project. The initial transit project 

included placement of a banner on 250 
buses and ran from m id-August through 
mid -October in Montgomery County 

Maryland. Daily ridership averaged 140,000 
people. Based on the success of these 

projects they will be expanded in 2009 
through grant funds and partnering with the 

North Central IPM Region to additional ci ties, 
zoos, parks, arboreta, etc. The transit 
project will also be expanded to Providence, 

RI, and Pennsylvania. Community IPM is a 
new focus area for the national office of the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and 
they have invited us to partner with  their 
Community IPM Working Group. Speakers 

addressed challenges and outcomes from 
this outreach effort and how these 

educational materials will be shared with the 
audience. Rick Johnson from the Pesticide 
Education Program, at Penn State University, 

and Mary Kay Malinoski and David L. 
Clement both from the University of 

Maryland Home and Garden Information 
Center in Ellicott City, Maryland presented 
this useful information at the IPM 

Symposium.  
 

Tuesday, March 24 , a luncheon and IPM 
Achievement Awards Presentation was held. 
The goal of this yearôs awards program was 

to recognize efforts that have led to the 
implementation of IPM practices aimed at 

reducing risks and costs while minimizing 
negative impacts on people and the 
environment. These awards reco gnized 

outstanding examples of effective IPM 
implementation, demonstrating a positive 

impact on end -users.  
 
The following individuals and/or teams were 

awarded the International IPM Excellence 

Awards: IPM CRSP funded by USAID at 
Virginia Tech, SYSCO Corpora tion and 

Participating Branded Suppliers and Growers, 
GREEN SHIELD CERTIFIED Program of The 

IPM Institute of North America, Dr. Zeyaur 
R. Khan, Nairobi, Kenya, and the Salt Lake 
City School District, Utah.  

 
These award winners were ranked highest 

for exceptional accomplishments relating to 
economic benefits of IPM adoption, reducing 
potential human health risks, and 

demonstrating minimal adverse 
environmental effects. Bio - Integral Resource 

Center of California will be awarded the 
Lifetime International IPM Achieve ment 
Award. Their work includes years of 

accomplishments with IPM and reflects many 
publications, demonstrations, and real 

valued outcomes. Three other organizations 
were presented the International Award of 

Recognition; Santa Clara County, California, 
Gro wer Incentives for IPM Team Project, and 
the International Team for Sustainable 

Adoption of Eggplant IPM in South Asia.  
In 2008, the National Extension IPM Special 

Projects Program was funded for the second 
round. In the RFA for that program, the 
successf ul applicants were required to report 

their progress at the IPM Symposium. 
Projects funded include various data basing 

efforts for IPM materials, IPM collaborations 
on tribal lands, IPM for the eOrganic 
community of practice on eXtension, school 

IPM, IPM c ollaborations with Habitat for 
Humanity, urban IPM certification, IPM and 

environmental risk assessment, and 
traditional field guides for IPM in the mid -  
Atlantic region. The program directors from 

these successful grant applications will share 
their progr ess and early successes on their 

projects.  
 
Kara Schile presented on the special project 

ñImplementing IPM Certification for Urban 
Landscape Professionals and Enhancing 

Awareness of IPM in the High Plains and 
Intermountain Westò and took part in the 
Urban IPM Coordination Committee.  

 
Potato Disease IPM Workshop  

By Nina Zidack  
While March 25 didnôt provide great weather 
for shipping potatoes, it did prove to be a 

good time to learn more about potato 



diseases and their control.  The first Potato 
IPM workshop was attended by 36 growers 

from all of the major growing areas of 
Montana, an d from as far away as Miles City.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Barry Jacobsen educating growers on 

nematodes (or a fish story!)  

Extension Plant Pathologist Barry Jacobsen 

presented information on fungal, bacterial 
and nematode pathogens of potato and their 
control, and Certification Director Nina 

Zidack presented information on vir us 
diseases and control of insect vectors.  

Eileen Carpenter demonstrated the process 
for potato cyst nematode extraction, Susie 
Siemsen presented a primer on ELISA and 

the PCR techniques for diagnostics of potato 
viruses, and Elaine Nichols demonstrated t he 

tissue culture techniques she uses to 
maintain and multiply the potato mother 
stocks.  This workshop was supported with 

funds from a USDA Research and Education 

Grant on Potato IPM that Barry Jacobsen and 
Nina Zidack received in 2008.  All attendees 

received the ñCompendium of Potato 
Diseasesò, ñPotato Health Managementò, 

handouts on all of the lecture materials, and 
updated fungicide recommendations for use 
on potatoes in Montana.  

 
Paul Trusty  and Tom Allen Receive 

Master ôs Degrees  
Paul Trusty presente d a 
seminar and suc -  

ce  ssfully defended his 
research on ñInfluence of 

fire on mycorrhizal 
colonization of planted 
and natural seedlings of 

whitebark pineò.  Paul is a 
2008 -2009 National 

Science Foundation GK -12 Fellow.  His 
research was funded by the USDA  Forest 

Service Fire Program and a 2007 Mycological 
Society of America Forest Fungal Ecology 
Awar d. Paul is completing his M.S. in Plant 

Sciences in Dr . Cathy Cripps mycology lab.  
 

Paul intends to acquire a te aching  certificate  
at MSU  enabling him to purs ue a career in 
teaching .  Congratulations  Paul!  

 
On March 27 , Tom Allen received his MS in  

Plant Sciences.  He is currently working as a 
county extension agent for Liberty County.        
Congratulations Tom!  

 
Grant Helmer to attend Turf Seminar  

Grant Helmer, a 
graduating 
senior in 

Horticulture 
Science,  has 

been selected 
to attend the 
prestigious 

2009 Future 
Turf Managers' 

Seminar at Jacobsen's Headquarters in 
Charlotte, North Carolina May 18 -21, 2009.   
The program gives students the opportunity 

to visi t some of the nation's most prestigious 
golf courses and interact with some of the 

top names in the industry.   In addition, 
students will learn and operate Jacobsen turf 
equipment to better prepare themselves for 

their future roles as Turfgrass professiona ls.  

Grow ers  Bill Cole and Nick Schutter che ck 

out their new books on potato diseases and 

their management  



The Horticulture Open House  
By Tracy Dougher  

The Horticulture Open House took place 
on April 20.    The Hort Club sold hanging 

plants, garden starts, herbs, etc.   

 

The Plant Propagation class gave 
demonstrations  on plant propagation 

techniques.   The Miracle Growing class 
performed skits on ñscience answers to 

questions you did not know you had 
about horticultureò.  The PARKing 

competition had three teams. The goal 
wa s to turn a parking spot into a park.   

The ñGREENòhouse parking spot (team 
from architecture) took the Jury Award 

and the one pictured on the next page  
took the Peopleôs Choice Award 

(landscape design team).    
 

There were also drawings by the 
Graphics class and Greenhouse models 

built by the Commercial Plant Production 

class.   The students helped out with the 
88 seventh graders from Sacajewea 

Middle School that came for a science 
tour.   There were record number o f 

attendees this year; if you missed it, 
please check it out next year!    
 
New Employees  

Muaaz Al - Ajlani  (Gary Strobel)  
Dr. Al -Ajlani is an 
assistant professor o f 

rehabilitation at the Syrian 
International University 

for Science and 
Technology, College of 
Pharmacy, Department of 

Biochemistry , Damascus.  
His research includes a 

multitude of disciplines 
such as microbiology, 

molecular genetics and chemistry.  Overall 

his abiding interest is in natural products  
chemistry. He has been a post doc in 

University of Göttingen, Germany for over 
two years . Presently he is on leave for one  
month as a visiting scientist to our 

Department .  He is specifically working with 
Professor Gary Strobel , a world expert in 

endophyt es, hence, he is exploring a new 
dimension in his research. Endophytes are 
inexhaustible sources of new miracle drugs 

and investigat ing  their biological and 
metabolic diversity is a key for future 

treatment of diseases . Muaaz has a very 
positive attitude t owards collaborative 
research and wishes to be contacted by MSU 

researchers and faculty! He can best be 
reached by email  at muaaz01@hotmail.com  
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