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Plant  
    Science   
        Says 

Second National Plant Diagnostic Network 

(NPDN) Meeting, Dec. 6 - 10, Miami, FL  
By Mary Burrows, Linnea Skoglund, 

Melissa Graves, and Ruth OôNeill 
While everyone in Bozeman was freezing, the 
Schutter Diagnostic lab headed to sunny Miami, 

Florida. Montana had five representatives: Mary 
Burrows, Linnea Skoglund, Melissa Graves, Ruth 

OôNeill and Patty Denke from the Montana De-
partment of Agriculture and our stateôs vice-
SPRO (State Plant Regulatory Official).  

The meeting covered a variety of subjects in-
cluding:  plant biosecurity, new and emerging 

threats, techniques for detection and surveil-
lance, and new technology tools.  The presenta-
tions illustrated the complexity of guarding 

against invasive species.  Florida is the first line 
of defense, making it an excellent choice for the 

meeting.  However, even in Montana we must 
be vigilant and participate in the networks that 

are in place.  Many presentations helped us to 
understand the role of the Schutter Diagnostic 
Lab in NPDN.  

 
Linnea Skoglund took part in the pre -meeting 

tour of Fairchild Tropical Botanic Gardens and 
the Everglades.  The Gardens were established 
in 1938 and are leaders in world -wide conserva-

tion.  They have the most amazing collection of 
over 4000 species of cycads, palms, succulents, 

fruits and flowering plants.  This is an important 
genetic resource for many endangered  
or threatened wild species.  We spent the morn-

ing wandering around and taking a guided tour 
train.  The Gardens have several water features 

ranging from a small lily pond to brackish man-
grove habitat.   
 

For those who like house plants, this is an op-
portunity to see them in their natural state ï 

HUGE.   
 
Art is strategically located throughout the Gar-

dens.  The current featured artist is Yayoi Ku -  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

sama.  Her art is famous for hand -worked 
repetition and bold patterning.  

 
 

Happy  
   ep{t}¤x}t£Ą£  
       Day! 

They donôt grow them like this in Montana!  Linnea 
and an unidentified tree at Fairchildôs.   

Wheee!  Airboat in the Everglades. 

http://www.fabiovisentin.com/photos/world/12_787/Red-macro-rose.ashx


or fumigate the material (methyl bromide). 

Miami made 79% of the interceptions at in-
spection ports in 2009. When asked who the 

ótrouble-makersô are, the answer was that Ital-
ian tile was one of the most problematic items. 
Apparently tile makers leave the tile in un-

cleared lots for months and the tile is colo-
nized by various critters which get wrapped in 

plastic and shipped to the U.S. APHIS inspec-
tors traveled to Italy and made many recom-
mendations for storage to reduce tile as a 

source for invasive species. This is after all  
 

 

We enjoyed a lovely lunch under one of the per-

manent event tents at the Gardens.   
 

We then proceeded to the Everglades for an air-
boat ride and visit to the Miccosukee Indian ( a 
group of the Seminole tribe) cultural center.  

The Everglades 
are just what 

you expect ï 
vast expanses 
of water and 

grasses punc-
tuated by 

hummocks of 
scraggly trees.   
And no trip is 

complete without alligator wrestling!  
 

Mary Burrows and Ruth OôNeill attended a tour 
after the meeting. Our first stop was the APHIS -

PPQ (Animal Plant Health Inspection Service ï 
Plant Protection and Quarantine) station at the 
port of Miami. Their purpose is to control the 

entry of plants and other propagative materials, 
and to prevent the introduction of exotic pests 

that can accompany these products. There are 
17 inspection stations in the US. The Miami in-
spection station is by far the busiest. In 2009 

they processed 1.2 billion plants, 200k flasks 
with tissue culture, 1.2 million kg of seed, and 

11k stems in 8,677 plant shipments. This is 
79% of all of the plant propagating material im-
ported into the US: 71% of the fruit and vege-

table imports and 86% of the cut flower im-
ports. When a pest is identified they incinerate 

Inspectors processing phalenopsis orchids at 

the APHIS inspection facility  

Ruth wrangling a spider in the Kerry nurs-

ery ï donôt worry, she has a permit 

3000+ acres of bromeliads and orchids  

How many plant pathologists does it take to find 

southern blight sclerotia?  


