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Welcome PSPP Students  

The Department of Plant Sciences and Plant 
Pathology started the school year with 133 

undergraduate students.   Many of the stu-
dents are majoring in Environmental Horti-
culture with 35 Environmental Horticulture 

Science students and 47 Landscape Design 
undergrads.   Twelve students are studying 

Crop Science, five are majoring in Plant Bi-
ology, and 19 are biotechnology stu-
dents.   The Crop Production option of the 

Sustainable Foods & Bioenergy Systems 
major increased their total number of stu-

dent to 15.   This is the second year of the 
SFBS program.    
 

We also added eight graduate students this 
semester, bringing the total to 20.   Half of 

the students are working toward their Mas-
ter of Science in Plant Science, one student 

is studying for a Master of Science in Plant 
Pathology, and two students are enrolled in 
the Master of Science in Entomology pro-

gram.   The department has seven PhD stu-
dents; four in the Plant Science program 

and three in the genetics option.    
 
Welcome to our undergraduate and gradu-

ate students!   
 

Sustainable Food and Bioenergy Sys-
tems Program  
By Mary Stein  

After three semesters, the new interdiscipli-
nary Sustainable Food and Bioenergy Sys-

tems (SFBS) bachelorôs degree program is 
making a splash on the MSU campus.   
Since the program began in the Spring of 

2009, the SFBS program has allowed for 
students to choose from three different op-

tions, administered by the cooperating de-
partments, including Agroecology in the De-
partment of Land Resources and Environ-

mental Sciences, Sustainable Crop Produc-
tion in the Department of Plant Science and 

Plant Pathology, and Sustainable Food Sys-

tems in the Department of Health and Hu-
man Development.  Beginning this fall 

(2010), a fourth option is available to stu-
dents, Sustainable Livestock Production, 
administered through the Department of 

Animal and Range Sciences.  
 

The SFBS program is growing rapidly, with 
over 50 students currently enrolled in the 
various options.   This is an interdisciplinary 

program, emphasizing systems thinking and 
hands -on learning.  The SFBS program con-

nects the science of food and energy pro-
duction with the study of issues surrounding 
its consumption.  SFBS graduates will be 

capable of addressing the multi - factorial 
problems facing Montanaôs food system 

such as loss of family farms and declining 
rural economies, ecological issues related to 

agricultural systems, food insecurity and 
nutrition related public health problems.   
Jobs for graduates with these skills are 

quickly sprouting and rapidly increasing in 
number.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Towneôs Harvest Garden Production 

Manager, Chaz Holt, talks with stu-

dents.  Courtesy of Katie Henderson  



At the core of the SFBS program are two 

field experiences.  The first is at Towneôs 
Harvest Garden which is a student - run 

three acre diversified market garden farm, 
located just a mile west of campus on the 
MSU Horticulture Farm and Ag Experiment 

Station.  At Towneôs Harvest Garden, SFBS 
students learn basic production skills, run 

a Community Supported Agriculture pro-
gram, provide produce to the Gallatin Val-
ley Food Bank and market their produce at 

area Farmerôs Markets as well as at a new 
campus Farm Stand.   

The second required SFBS field experience 
in an off -campus internship that occurs in 
the senior year of the program, where stu-

dents are placed in internships with Mon-
tana farmers, ranchers, food enterprisers, 

policy makers, non -profit organizations or 

other related sites.  

 
The SFBS Program at MSU aims to help 

develop the next generation of food sys-
tem leaders in Montana and beyond, help-
ing them attain the knowledge, skill and 

curiosity to advance the goals of a self -
reliant and sustainable food and energy 

system.  For more information on the 
SFBS Program at MSU, contact SFBS Pro-
gram Coordinator, Mary Stein at 

mstein@montana.edu  or 994 -5640.  Visit 
the SFBS Website at http://

sfbs.montana.edu . 
 
American Society for Horticultural Sci-

ence Conference, August 2 - 5, 2010  
Palm Desert, CA   

By Tracy Dougher  
The sweltering heat could not keep horti-

culture researchers and teachers away 
from the 107th annual American Society 
for Horticultural Science conference at the 

JW Marriott Resort & Spa.  
 

As chair of the Collegiate Activities Com-
mittee I was involved in many aspects of 
running the conference, including organiz-

ing the undergraduate student poster and 
oral competitions, and the undergraduate 

commodities judging competition.   Nine-
teen schools competed in the research 
presentations and six schools competed in 

the judging competition. Controversy re-
garding the merging of the ASHS student 

competition with the horticulture honor 
society Pi Alpha Xi's competition emerged 
and a lively discussion ensued.   I have 

more debate over this issue to look for-
ward to in the coming year.  

 
I spent a few moments chairing the 
Teaching Methods working group (one 

year stint).   We organized a workshop on 
teaching sustainable horticulture for this 

meeting and will be presenting a workshop 
on 'teaching on a shoestring budget' for 
the next meeting.  

 
I also represented our Department Chair 

on the panel of department chairs for a 
discussion on "Life After Graduation" for 
students considering graduate school.   The 

Produce from Towneôs Harvest Garden on Dis-

play.  Courtesy of Katie Henderson  

SFBS Students Tour the Quinn Farm in Big 

Sandy, Montana.  Courtesy of Katie Henderson  
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discussion centered around the two - tiered 

systems that most universities are now 
embracing with tenure - track faculty fo-

cused on research and adjuncts handling 
teaching.   The implication for potential 
graduate students is that they may need 

to decide early on which track they want 
to follow.   It was saddening to see depart-

ment chairs gesturing to describe the two -
tiered system with teaching falling below 
research.  

 
In my spare time at the meeting, I pre-

sented a poster entitled "Native Grass Sod 
Suitability for Transportation and Competi-
tion with Resident Weeds" and attended 

sessions on plant nutrition, teaching, and 
controlled environments.  

 
Bryce Fischer, 

a recent 
graduate of 
our Horticul-

ture Science 
program, pre-

sented a 
poster in the 
undergraduate 

student poster 
competi-

tion.   Bryce presented the research "The 
Use of Gibberellic Acid Inhibitors for the 
Control of Annual Bluegrass ( Poa annua  

L.) in Creeping Bentgrass ( Agrostis palus-
tris  Huds.) Putting Greens " from his sen-

ior capstone course.   
 
Next year's meeting will be in Waikoloa, 

Hawaii.  
 

Entomologist links with Engineer and 
Sociology Professors to present Sym-
posium Round Table at American As-

sociation of Teachers of French  
By Florence Dunkel  

No, there is no error in this headline. The 
Expansive Collaborative initiated this past 
decade at Montana State was invited to 

present themselves and their pedagogy to 
the North American French teachers. Five 

professors from the USDA Higher Educa-
tion Challenge grant, including the PI, 
Florence Dunkel, converged on Philadel-

phia 6 July 2010. MSU professor of French 

Language and Literature, Dr. Ada Giusti, 
was the organizer and chair for the event. 

Three professors presenting at the sympo-
sium were from University of St. Thomas 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. They presented 

their students work with our PSPP gradu-
ate, Aissata Thera and with Abdoulaye 

Camara and the development of village -
based certified seed potato production.  
The sixth person on the team was a 

French teacher from Helena High School 
who had been part of the MSU - linked 

USDA Secondary Education Challenge 
grant (Dr. Walt Woolbaugh, PI) who 
worked with Florence Dunkel and the vil-

lage -based malaria IPM in Mali.  
 

Attendees decided that this linkage pre-
sented, particularly with the entomology 

and plant pathology component, was an 
excellent way to provide service learning 
opportunities in Francophone countries for 

their students. The agriculture -oriented 
and engineering students clearly gained 

from the cultural approach of the French 
students as well as their translation of 
conversations and documents. The French 

departments gained a reason for being in 
providing service for engineering sciences, 

particularly the agricultural sciences.  
As a result, a book on service learning us-
ing the Expansive Collaboration Model was 

planned and begun by one of the sympo-
sium attendees, a professor of French at 

AATF Symposium speakers strategize in 
"transdisciplinary language" and reminisce about seed 
potato production and malaria teaching and research 
in Mali while gathered in a Philadelphia sidewalk cafe 

in 100 degree F. weather.  


